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Instead of studying geoghﬁhyi, children g:l'n be doing geography in the .-
- classroom. No special tools are’needed, only people. Environmerits and
ways of experiencing them are innumeraile and exciting. This paper preaerits
alternatives to the geography of memorizing cities, rivers, and’maquntains.
It suggests changes in content as well as tn approach. The first part of

the ‘paper prévides examples of the geographic perspectives of yo'qn‘gf people,

* while«the second suggests: exploration gamea. that can be used to develop
geographic awareness. . . T ‘

f S . * - D . . : -
‘ . B Every human being who;pefceivél, ‘exp’loi‘é‘a . experiencJét,, ‘and acts in ~ C
¢ space is a. geographer. Likewise, -every stage of 1ife is “important. in the .

" continuum of human exploration and discovery that .stretches from birth to -

. —_—

death. Yet ve, as sdults, do mot usually consider the—explorstions of
. children as important as those that we undertake. Adults ‘have a habit o'f .
\ thinking.of children ". .. as. small -creatures 'in’ the process of becoming =
\ pegple’ (Young, 1966,p.4). 1t is not the'agé of the person nor the mode- .
. of his expression that is important in discovery or exploratioh: Huxley. -
\. (1971;p,38) hss written that "the method of scientific, investigation is .
- A nothing byt the expression of the necessary mode of working of the human -~
“\ .. mipd:". Likewise, being a geographer is nothing more than the necessary .
5 workings of the human being. ~ ' .. - KR I S
- - < , ’ ) A . i
N The notion that children are geogtaphers reflects an intriguing L
"\ paradox, in that'/t' exists as ‘an afterthought. That is, chéldren sre tpoo

) ‘husy “exploring ard discovefing to discias the process of being geographers,

v while discussion ofy the topic -seems to -he the only approach taken by .

, - »

O~ nnd‘-explo'l"n'tidn are two distinct thfngl’, one is active,- the other passive. ’
; i . S

g © o The child’s geographiy a'qtivit'y helps him~to know himself, to make

X others know him, sud to intgi’.ct with the nonhuman.world, Children »
express their ;peographic awareness in everything that they do, their ,

N play with toys, their storiea, »nd poemsgy and their art work, Orie needs

. only to watch intently at home or in the classroom as young children play

with blocks #nd toys to see the modeli"ng of that part of the larger

~ -4 .

o, Adults. Thus, to be..a_child And explorer and to write about -chi1dhood - . .
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* cnvironment whxcﬁ they have experienced Thele Jeemxngly random, nameless ,y—}
masses of hlocks are maps, just as sre city maps--both of which, incidently, -
adults have diffichlty in reading. .But one only needs tv plsce an insdvertent
foot amongst the hlocks to find out that the spparent unsorted blacks sre ‘

; indeed loéalized and lorted "Dnddy,-you ltepiedrdn the ges. ltltion’"

s 7 - Since overy child 18 geographer,.it is not lurpriling to find that
their writing and drawing reflect .their perception of the environment in
" which they live, Here, writing and -drawing-is ‘not meant to be “that sssigned
in social studies classes in lchool but that done on their ovn for their
own purposes, ‘. » R -
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- "It is important to rebognize that theré'mly‘be signifitant aifferencel .
between ‘the responses o< children of varying social and cultural environments, ,
A numbeér of nuthorl have found thst children from middle-clnll envlronnentc
. respond to their environments differently thsn do children from poverty .
° environménts (Coles and- Pierl,\1969 Parr, 1967,p.4.; Dennison, 1969, p.171;
Moore, 1969,p.45).-- Even more fundamentsl ‘than social and culefiral differencecA L.
is the fact that every’ child reacts selectively to his surroundings snd .
creates his- own vorld within them (Hanna et al ll 1966,p.49). - .
* - . There lre _many published sources thnt illultrnte the- geogrlphic ' ot *
* thinking of young people. These include, The Wor14- From My Window, collected . :
George Mendoza; . . . I Never' Saw. Another Butterfly; Kids (a magszine by’ .o
ids for Kids); Children of Crisis ‘(3 vols.), Robert Colel On City Streets, y -
ed; Nancy I.n’rrick Stuff, Herbert Kohl snd. Victor Hernsndes Cruz; The Me . .‘ .
. Nobody Knows, Stephen M. Joceph “Wishes, Lies, snd Dresms, Kenneth Koch; . Nt
Whst Do. I Do Monday, John Holt; snd "The Child in the Urbnn Enviromment: -A c L.
= Review—of Literature and Kevenrch,* 0; obert A, Aldrich, =,
The last three of -the. sourceés listed nllo prdVide uethodologiel'EOt : . Voo
incorporlting this material in the classroom.. It is importatit to remember
_that the work presented in these volumes is not thst of "spec{al" or
"ekceptffnll" children; but ones that sre found everywhere. I should sdd -
thst I sm not being "romantic" sbout cﬂildren arid their sbilities, but sm
. simply saying that they cAn express thellClVel sbout the enviromnments in
which they‘live in many ways, kS , &
& 1 -
There are a number of gamel ‘or projects ‘that csn be used to Gpen -our
. schools to such exploration and discovery, They all require the interaction
* + " of the human senses, thought, and movement. Some ‘examples of these exploration
... games follow,

S
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. o Explorltgon Game No. 1 . ‘ , .
This gamie was developed by r. William Bunge. I have used {t with .
*both pre-school and university stiudents, ° It can be played in s lchool 4l . .

room as done in thre example or ‘in sny cther.room; : S ‘t

Thé tescher telll the players to come to lchool the folloving dny
with a picco of materinl luitnble for a blindfold snd paper and pencil,

.
. .
- - ”
¢ . .
. 4 . .
¢
¢
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original room ' ~ ’ ., re'-nrr;n;éd_x‘bo-' - w0
Before the students arrive on the day 6f the game you re-arrange-the tables, *-
desks ,”etc. in the room, pull the shades so that outside light does not -~ "
enter the room, and place a smell ‘radio next 4o the door through which- the

‘o . . students will enter .the room. On:the dsy .of the game ybu meet the. ltudentl -
s outside of the room;.do not allow anyone who is zoing to p-rticipato to go
* b4 ‘in the room. -You éxplain the wle"i" foilov-. - . l .
"- = h kN ’ . 7 . - * 5 . - . ,\
' . 1. Each student ia to make a map of the room as £t is. ' - .
. J 2. Thoy are £o0 put on their bundfoldl'outude of” ‘the roon, nnd keep ‘them
-’ : ou while in the room. - ' R .4
PPN > . PR W

. !‘-.r'\‘ R 9 —Paper nnd ‘penctl a¥e left outlide of the room, they éan coue out as many
[ - : timés as they vish, tske off the blindfold and drav on their .paper vhlt.
= _ they. "saw." ) . . . s »

- - .
L 2 ¥

-
-

- 4., While in theé room they walk around and "lee”" by¥touching things. - - -

5. They are to’ lilten to the radio to guide themelvel blck out of the room, .

- ° R

4 " . Playing the game nttemptl to simulate what it might have been like to .
. . explore aa Columbus, Both the, students -and Columbus "had limited sight °
. capabilities, one sees as_ far al the teleacopic technology of his time the
othér sees as far as the end of his fingers. Both must nayigate, one by
stars, the other by radio sound, to find home. "They face » common dilemms
when "Isnd" is hit. Are they -to map the general outlines or do they want
to .know- the detsils of the comstline. If the latter choice is made, they .

. may find themselves spending much time mapping the deta{ls. of a -dead end.
. On the other hand, if they clfoose ‘to be general in their mlpping they mly
miss an. importlntlinnd passage, ) . N

r
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. . Exploration Game No., 2
< s . . ‘ .
This game has been adapted from Rachel Carson (1956,p.78-79). 1In this
, discovery game the group takes flashlights and/or cameras with flashbulbs out -
T into & field at night'to hunt for the indiwidual mulicinnl of the inasect -
" orchestra, "The game is to listen, not so much to the full orchestra as to
. ’ ‘the separate inatruments, and try to locate the plnyeu" (Cnrlon 1956,p.78).

¢ .
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Back in the classroom, mapa can be made compnring the locations of the
various insects and their sounds, . . .
A . . . S .
-7 . . . Explorstion Game No. 3 ) :
R "This is'a lomevhat different game modeled*after two, of th -activities
o " suggested by John 0. Stevenhs (1971). Everyone moves silently lraund s room,
- A classroon for .exsmple. As you move around the room you search,for that"
- place where you feel most comfortable and stay there a while: dnt are your -
I feelxngp about, this plsce? Why is it special? Now get up and find the spot - .
" dn the room that is most unlike-your first one, : How do you feel in this new
-+ mpoti Why-did your.feélings change?. The language and process might be
s-* .+ tchanged with younger children, but they can still be involved- in thil type
U of game whose object is to lhou that we hnve different feelings in different -
places, even in the same room. _- ° ‘. .

s

¢

A fourth projecé/invodvel the study and expiorlcion of the neighborhoodo
in which the children live and play, not as seen by the teacher or other 4
adults but by the cpildren themselves., -Of course the two views: might be |
. compared at thé conclusion of the project, Ba.icnlly the students are asked
“to, express themselves about- théit neighborhoods. They can, do this with .

,ﬂ/ 2 . s : - SR
L - . . Exploragion Projec% ‘No. . e S . . -
i

poetry, prose, drawing, building, mapping, psinting,. or.tlking picturel which |

1 ,
t%;y might want to :compare-with city maps and photos. !
.- «. Questions such as these might be purlued: , , . . ,'. {
: ¢ . .« ’ ) - l.)
1. What does neighborﬁboﬁ-melh to you? . “ ' - o
<y S -7 <~ ’ *
v ~ 2+ Hew do you feel in it, out of {t? - - o P "o
. 3. How lérge is it? . Lo »
2 . 4, What is ybur .asvorite place 1n~y6€y neighborhood? ) . . 1 T
. ! 5; How do you knovhwhere your neignborirood ends snd lndbher’heélnl? *
N These queltions and the map can be done in class and followed by field trips
. into the neighborhoods for comparison and study, This is obviously a very -
open ended type of project, allowing for crestivity'on the part of both
teacher and students. A project of this type 1s discussed more fully in: _
0, Fred Donaldson and George A, Davis, 'Geography, Social Action snd The
Bleck- Community." - - - L
i' ‘ - There hnve been chree ma jor pointl in thil lhort ellay.' First, every
| ~ human hting is » gaoyrapher. Secondly, even though there are many publislied
Y examples, of young people's work as geographers, the richest sources of
geographiNy material exist ir every classroom.. Finally, there are many ways’ E

by which exploration and discovery can be brought into the clsssroom. and by '
which children can be cnken out to explore snd -discover, e o ‘ )
” - ’ ~ - ) . .
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